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   Vehicle defects that can cause a rollover accident 
 
The leading causes of single vehicle rollover accident are handling, steering 
and dynamic stability. Vehicle rollovers which occur on the roads surface 
are usually caused when a dynamically unstable vehicle such as a sports 
utility vehicle or truck goes out of control and rolls over because of large 
lateral forces between the tires and the road surface. 
 
A typical rollover accident involves a driver swerving to avoid an object or 
animal on the roadway or a driver veering onto the shoulder of the road and 
then overcorrecting when he or she comes back onto the road. When these 
maneuvers are made in a vehicle with a low roll resistance, there is a loss of 
control followed by the vehicle rolling over. The rollover is often times 
caused by a severe turning of the vehicle or the vehicle getting into a side 
slide or skid. 
 
Anthony, Peterson & Purnell and their experts believe a vehicle should be 
able to slide sideways on a dry smooth surface without rolling over. The 
automakers’ engineers understand the principles of side forces on tires and 
should assure that their vehicle is capable of withstanding side forces at least 
equal to the tire/road friction forces without overturning. 
 
When a rollover occurs, there are frequently additional defects in the vehicle 
that can cause serious injury or death to the occupants. The vehicle should 
be crashworthy with a design capable of reasonably protecting the occupants 
during a foreseeable accident. Often time’s door latches or seat belts fail in a 
rollover causing the occupants to be ejected from the vehicle. The roof 
structure and windshield should be designed to withstand the weight and 
forces the vehicle will experience in a rollover. 
 
Anthony, Peterson & Purnell is a nationally known law firm representing 
consumers who have been catastrophically injured or killed in rollover 
accidents cased by design and/or manufacturing defects. Our attorneys and 
investigators are experienced, knowledgeable and aggressive in protecting 
the rights of our clients against the major automobile manufacturers. Our 
goal is to help consumers get answers and resolution following a tragic 
accident.  Let us help you.  There is no cost or obligation to meet with an 
attorney to discuss a potential case. Call us toll free at (800) 280-2990. 
 



 
How serious is the vehicle rollover problem in  
the U.S. today? 
 
Single-vehicle rollovers (for all vehicles, not just SUVs) cause more 
fatalities than any other kind of motor-vehicle accident – one quarter of all 
deaths yearly. In 1999, 63 percent of all SUV deaths were in rollovers. 
 
 
Do SUVs have higher rollover rates than other  
types of vehicles? 
 
Yes. In 2000, SUVs had the highest rollover involvement rate of any vehicle 
type in fatal crashes –36 percent, as compared with 24 percent for pickups, 
19 percent for vans and 15 percent for traffic cars. SUVs all had the highest 
rollover rate for passenger vehicles in injury crashes—12 percent, as 
compared to 7 percent for pickups, 4 percent for vans and 3 percent for 
passenger cars. 
 
 
What can be done to improve the stability of SUVs and 
make them less likely to roll over? 
 
Engineers and safety experts have long agreed that the best way for 
manufacturers to make SUVs more stable (less likely to rollover) is to lower 
the center of gravity and widen the wheel track. However, such fundamental 
changes to an SUV’s design are costly, and automakers have often chosen 
less expensive (and less effective) design modifications. 
 
Are SUVs safer or more dangerous than other vehicles 
in non-rollover crashes, such as front and side impact 
collisions? 
 
It depends, SUVs offer better protection to their own occupants in multi-
vehicle crashes, such as front-and side-impact collisions. However, SUVs 
are more likely to injure or kill the occupants of other vehicles in a crash. 
The increasing size of SUVs, and thus their increase incompatibility with 



smaller passenger cars, is a growing problem and is likely to result in 
increasing fatalities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


